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	Title: Responses of seedling growth and physiological characteristics of perennial species Sophora alopecuroides L. to warming and nitrogen deposition in temperate arid habitats, China	
General Comments from Reviewer: - This manuscript presents an excellent study regarding warming and nitrogen deposition on Sophora alopecuroides in the temperate arid ecosystem. The study is very well composed, with examination under suitable experimental design, statistical analyses, and discussion of the findings. The results contributed to understanding plant adaptation mechanisms under climate change. However, some areas remain needing improvement, which will ultimately further clarify, add scientific rigor, and enhance readability.
· The study tackles an obviously salient ecological question: climate change and nitrogen deposition, with special reference to arid and semi-arid settings. The discussion arbitrates the findings with lots of literature, thus adding a general ecological backdrop.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The factorial experiment setup seems appropriate for testing the interactive effects of warming with nitrogen deposition. The experiments with combinations of growth and physiological indicators duly address the question in a holistic way.
· The abstract is nicely structured but perhaps could put a stronger emphasis on the findings having practical implications for ecological management.
· The introduction provides the pertinent background but is a bit too long. It may be better to shorten some sections on general information about climate change and nitrogen deposition and elaborate more on the specific gaps in knowledge being addressed. 
· Details about the potting treatment should include information about replication, such as the number of replicates per treatment. A brief explanation should also be provided in the text regarding the experimental setup (Figure 1) so as not to confuse the reader further. 
· Although tables and figures are neatly done, a brief presentation of the same data within the text could save from excessive numerical description.
· In the physiological responses section, an added mechanistic explanation of why nitrogen applications adversely impact chlorophyll and SOD activity would be useful.
· Some statements, such as "climate warming significantly boosted growth parameters of invasive plants" (p. XX), should be presented in a more balanced manner unless expressly supported by the data.
The article can be published after minor revision.



